
 

 

Our Faithful Departed 
Please pray for the happy repose of the souls of : 

 

Mary Braniff, Freda McLaughlin, Des Keating,  
and Fr. John Stewart PE., who died recently.  

 

Anniversaries 
Sally Sanchez-O’Neill, Gerry McGettrick, 

Elizabeth Magee, Seamus Wilkinson,  
Miriam Agee, Karl McConvey. 

 

May the Lord grant them eternal rest. 
 

Our Parish Bethany Bereavement Support Group 
offers listening and support to those who have 
been bereaved. Please Tel. 077 3377 3758.  
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Fr. Brendan Hickland P.P., Holy Rosary Presbytery, 503 Ormeau Road. Tel. 9064 2446  
Fr. Michael Spence C.C., 28 Willowbank Park. Tel. 9079 3023 Option 2. 

“This year we make our journey of Holy Week in a way like never before. As a Christian community we cannot 
gather. However, we can continue to keep Holy Week in our homes. We can offer up our prayer and join in   
union with the prayer of the Church as we live out these sacred days,” Bishop Denis Nulty.  

The liturgies will be broadcast live on the Parish website: www.stbernadettesparish.org click on “Live”. 

Saturday 
6pm. Vigil Mass. 

 

Palm Sunday 
10am. Mass. 
12pm. Mass. 

7.30pm. A Prayer Service of Reflection and examination of 
Conscience. Concluding with Night Prayer of the Church 
(Compline).  
 

Monday  
9.30am. Mass.  

7.30pm. Night Prayer of the Church.  
 

Tuesday 
9.30am. Mass & Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

7.30pm. Night Prayer of the Church.  
 

Spy Wednesday 
9.30am. Mass. 

7.30pm. Night Prayer of the Church.  
 

Holy Thursday 
9.30am. Morning Prayer of the Church. 

7.30pm. Mass of the Lord’s Supper. 
9.30pm. Night Prayer of the Church.  

  

Good Friday 
9.30am. Morning Prayer of the Church. 

12pm. Stations of the Cross. 
3pm. Celebration of the Passion of the Lord. 

7.30pm. Reflection for Good Friday. 
 

Holy Saturday 
9.30am. Morning Prayer of the Church.  

9pm. Easter Vigil. 
 

Easter Sunday 
10am. Mass. 
12pm. Mass. 

 

The church remains closed for public & private worship.  

Dear Parishioners, 
 

At this time many families and individuals may 
find themselves under pressure financially.        
Parishioners, who are in this situation, may need 
to suspend their Standing Orders/Envelope       
contributions, until such times as they are in a  
position to contribute again. 
 

However, to those who have expressed a desire to 
continue to contribute to the Parish, and are able 
to, financial contributions can be made by      
Standing Order, or via the “Pay Pal Donation   
Button” on our Parish website.   
 

For further information or to receive a Standing 
Order form, please contact:  

St. Bernadette’s Parish   
Tel: 9079 3023 Option 2   

E-mail: stbernadettes@downandconnor.org 
 

Let us continue to support one another in prayer. 
Peace and health to you, 
 

Fr. Brendan Hickland 

The leaders of Ireland’s main Churches, together with 
other denominations and Christian organizations, have 
issued a call to pray in response to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
which will take place on Palm Sunday from 3pm.-4pm. At 
this time, Archbishop Eamon Martin will lead a gentle 
reading and powerful meditation on the Passion narrative 
in Matthew`s gospel from his home webcam:  

www.armagharchdiocese.org/live-feed/  
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At 11am. on Holy Thursday, Bishop Noel Treanor 
will celebrate the Mass of Chrism in St. Peter’s 
Cathedral. Due to the current restrictions, there 
will be no congregation.  
 

The Mass will be streamed live on the cathedral 
webcam: www.churchservices.tv/stpeterscathedral  



 

 

500  Club500  Club500  Club   
Congratulations to the lucky winners in the Draw for 
Week 29:     Philomena McConvey & Patricia Dolan. 

          Each receives £50. 

I’m Staying Home LordI’m Staying Home LordI’m Staying Home Lord   

  This time of year, we would usually get 
  back tens of thousands of boxes but that 
  will not be possible this year, at a time 
when the developing world needs our help the most. If 
you can, please donate online or over the phone. 
Please do hold onto your boxes until further notice 
and they can be returned when it will be safe for    
people to do so. Please stay indoors and keep safe.  
Donations can be made online at:  

www.trocaire.org/donate/make-a-donation  
Tel. 0800 912 1200 

We offer a confidential, non-judgemental  
service to anyone in need. We can provide  
direct financial assistance and essential  
items such as food, fuel, and household items. Do you 
need our help? Tel. 9035 1561. 

 

Due to the Coronavirus crisis, the Society is dealing 
with an unprecedented demand for our services. Please    
continue to support our work and send your donations 
to: Holy Rosary Presbytery 503 Ormeau Road. BT7 3GR 
Please mark the envelope “St. Bernadette’s S.V.P.” 

Due to the closure of St. Bernadette’s Church, letters 
etc. can be sent in the interim to: 

Holy Rosary Presbytery,  
503 Ormeau Road,  

Belfast  
BT7 3GR 

Please mark the envelope “St. Bernadette’s Parish”. 

Sacrament of ReconciliationSacrament of ReconciliationSacrament of Reconciliation   
Lent seeks a change of heart that we may truly        
celebrate Easter. In preparation for this great feast 
many celebrate this "change of heart" in the Sacrament 
of Penance. Confession to a priest is an essential part of 
the Sacrament of Penance but what are we to do this 
year, when because of coronavirus, Church services are 
suspended and everyone is to stay at home?   
 

Pope Francis spoke about this situation recently and 
said that we should do what the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church says. “The Catechism reminds us that 
the confessor is not the master of God's forgiveness, but 
its servant. Only God forgives sin and God, who is the 
Father of tenderness, always waits for the return of the 
Prodigal and always welcomes with a loving embrace - 
God's forgiveness is immediate!  In our present 
uniquely difficult situation, when it is not possible to 
come to the Church for Confession, speak to God from 
your heart; acknowledge truthfully what you have done 
or failed to do, and with all your heart ask forgiveness 
with a sincere Act of Sorrow confident that God always  
forgives the contrite. Later, when coronavirus has  
released its grip, we can return to the Church and avail 
of Confession, and celebrate the forgiveness that has 
been so freely given”. 
 

Please scroll down to view the 2020 Lenten Penitential 
Service. 

I'm staying at home, Lord! And today, I realise, you 
taught me this, remaining obedient to the Father, for 
thirty years in the house of Nazareth, waiting for the 

great mission. 
 

I stay at home, Lord, and in Joseph's studio, your 
keeper and mine, I learn to work, to obey, to round 

the corners of my life and prepare you a work of art. 
 

I'm staying at home, Lord! And I know that I am not 
alone because Mary, like any mother, is in the next 
room, doing chores and preparing lunch for all of us, 

God's family. 
 

I'm staying at home, Lord! And I do it responsibly for 
my own good, for the health of my city, for my loved 
ones, and for the good of my brother, whom you have 
put beside me, asking me to take care of him in the 

garden of life. 
 

I'm staying at home, Lord! And in the silence of    
Nazareth, I pledge to pray, to read, study, meditate, 
be useful for small jobs, in order to make our home 

more beautiful and more welcoming. 
 

I'm staying at home, Lord! And in the morning, I 
thank you for the new day you give me, trying not to 
spoil it and welcome it with wonder, as a gift and an 

Easter surprise. 
 

I'm staying at home, Lord! And at noon I will receive 
the greeting of the angel, I will make myself useful 

for love, in communion with you who have made you 
flesh to live among us; and, tired of the journey, 

thirsty, I will meet you at Jacob's well, and thirsty for 
love on the Cross. 

 

I'm staying at home, Lord! And if the evening takes 
me melancholy, I will invoke you like the disciples of 
Emmaus: stay with us, the evening has arrived and 

the sun sets. 
 

I'm staying at home, Lord! And in the night, in     
communion of prayer with the many sick, the lonely 

and all the caregivers, I will wait for the dawn to sing 
your mercy again and tell everyone that, in the 

storms, you have been my refuge. 
 

I'm staying at home, Lord! And I don't feel alone and 
abandoned, because you told me: I'm with you every 
day. yes, and especially in these days of confusion, O 
Lord, in which, if my presence is not necessary, I will 

reach everyone, only with the wings of prayer. 
Amen 
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The Diocese has issued an update to the directives for 
Pastoral Services during the current COVID-19  
pandemic. Until further notice there will be no Funeral 
Services in the church. Funeral Services will be         
restricted to a  Service of Committal at the graveside. 
We recognise that this will be a difficult change for 
grieving families. Bishop Noel has addressed this in his 
Pastoral letter which you can view on the Parish  
website homepage. A Requiem Mass may be offered at a 
later date when it is safe to do so. 
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